[Effect of atherosclerotic plaque on the contractility of human abdominal aorta sections].
The study was performed on 18 sections of the aneurysm-like abdominal aorta sampled during elective procedures of aneurysm correction in humans, and 10 sections of pig abdominal aorta. We examined the extent to which the presence of atherosclerotic plaque impaired the aorta contractile function and measured the thickness and weight of atherosclerosis plaque and arterial wall. We observed reduced tissue response to adrenaline in human aneurysm-like aorta in comparison to the control group. In the sections of human aorta devoid of atherosclerotic plaque the response to adrenaline was about 30% higher than in those with atherosclerotic changes but 35% lower than in normal aorta sections from pigs. The wall of aneurysm-like human aorta sections was thinner when compared to normal aorta.